
What Should I Expect at My Child’s Kindergarten
Screening?

In addition to helping your child be emotionally and socially ready for kindergarten and teaching them
some basic academics, you'll need to register them for kindergarten and bring them for a kindergarten
screening.

A prospective kindergartner will typically meet with a teacher for about 20 to 30 minutes and will be
assessed for basic kindergarten readiness skills. During K screening, the school will evaluate a range
of developmental tasks including self-care skills, language development, cognitive skills, gross motor
skills, and fine motor skills.

Why is kindergarten screening so important??

Classroom Placement
When we place students in classrooms, we are mindful of various student needs and how they will best
be supported in kindergarten. Information gathered at K screening gives us insight into community
peers, the mixture of personalities in the room, and various academic levels, ensuring we give your
child the best placement possible.

Prevention/Early Intervention
Our educators will be able to identify children who are at risk for emotional, behavioral or academic
difficulties and how we can best meet their needs as a kindergartener. Their speech and
communication skills will be noted for this area as well as a hearing screening.

Familiarity Reduces Anxiety
When your child visits MECC during K screening, they will get to meet several adults they will be seeing
at school when they start kindergarten. They will also get to see what the school and a classroom look
like. This will help ease some first day jitters.

Advanced Preparation
When you attend K screening, you will receive important information and helpful tips on preparing for K
from our family resource coordinator and from the school.



What Do I Do if My Child Doesn’t Seem Ready for K?

If you have any concerns about your child's development or are worried they aren't meeting milestones
on time, talk with your child's preschool teacher or pediatrician. Even though these are kindergarten
readiness skills, there is an age range for anything having to do with child development. Depending on
when their birthday falls, some children that enter kindergarten may be nearing age 6, while others may
be just turning 5. Some parents choose to hold their child back and delay starting kindergarten for a
year, especially if children are young for their class or do not seem ready to start school.

Academics are only one component of kindergarten. We also work on social, emotional and behavioral
skills such as taking turns, sharing, following directions, independence, problem-solving skills.

If you have any questions about the Kindergarten registration or screening process, please reach out to
the school.

We look forward to meeting you and your student!

https://www.verywellfamily.com/6-year-old-developmental-milestones-620703
https://www.verywellfamily.com/academic-redshirting-pros-and-cons-620837

